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My name is Ian Hamlin and I’m speaking on behalf of the Friends of Buckley Road Reserve in Houghton Valley. Our group was formed in 2004 and is steadily growing.
1. We support the general direction of the draft plan. As a result of the International Convention on Biodiversity the Council is obliged to protect our indigenous biodiversity. We have a lot of ground to make up after centuries of biodiversity loss in this country. Due to our isolation we have an extraordinarily unique collection of species here and time is running out for a number of them. This presents a major challenge to local authorities around the country not least of all Wellington. The vision of the plan is commendable.
2. The Wellington City Council in collaboration with the Greater Wellington Regional Council needs to show dynamic leadership in environmental sustainability in order to bring the wider community along with it; thereby inspiring greater buy-in by private landowners for the overall ecological health of the city. The Council cannot do it alone.
3. It is a major imperative for the council to generate this community engagement. This is beneficial to Council as a means of achieving more from the plan and by way of initiating community action without actual council input; to set the snowball rolling. 

4. I have spent a number of years as a volunteer in various community groups including the Karori Sanctuary and more recently as a founder member of the Friends of Buckley Road Reserve, in Houghton Valley. It has been my experience that with a little encouragement from the Council a lot of momentum can be built up within the community for environmental restoration.
5. It is my feeling that the community is aware and ready as never before.
6. We support the proposed objectives in the action plan.  The objectives in the plan are good, and the Bio Diversity team is to be congratulated for the enormous amount of work that has gone into it. It is essential now that these objectives are taken up by all levels of Council, from the Mayor down, so that the plan isn’t sidelined as a nice ideal that is largely ignored. It must filter through as a baseline for all Council decisions and actions, because without a healthy and functional eco system life ceases to exist, including ours.
7. Through WCC leadership and example to the wider community as outlined in the plan I believe the objectives can be met. We have some concerns that the focus of the strategy is too narrow, that is, biased towards areas of currently high level bio-diversity or threat. 
8. We believe the strategy focus should be as broad as possible but also include short term goals for the higher rated areas. While it is essential that priority should indeed be given to those ecosystems that are currently endangered (see objective 2.1.1) it is also important to resource the protection and restoration of the entire ecosystem, including those areas with a currently low rating. The danger with identifying and focusing on the critical areas is that they may become the sole focus and depository of all the available resources. This may lead to more and more areas falling into the critical category if a wider view is not maintained and resourced. 
9. We support the proposed actions in the action plan.
The actions seem to flow logically from the objectives, the difficulty we foresee is a lack of will and resources from some of those within and outside of Council who fail to see the importance of biodiversity or ecology in the healthy functioning of a city. Because of this resistence the implementation of the objectives into the actions as outlined may prove difficult to achieve. Diligence and energy will be required.                   
10. The actions set out in the action plan do meet our expectations of the council’s role in managing the city’s biodiversity.   We have some concerns that there may be a lack of specific targets or outcomes spelt out. The risk is that the strategy could become somewhat nebulous and easily sidestepped by those with development ambitions or other priorities and who see environmental issues merely as a barrier to their progress. The plan needs regulatory back up through the consents process.
11.  Three actions we feel should have priority.                                                                                 The greatest threat to biodiversity is a lack of knowledge and information on what has been or is currently present in our ecosystem. Priority must be given to research and investigation. 
12. The next threat is the isolation of species into small unsustainable islands of habitat.  The creation of viable bio-corridors throughout the city should be a major priority.
13.  The “greening” of the city has to be a major priority. Biodiversity throughout the city cannot be viable or sustainable unless there is some ability for species transition. Areas currently with high biodiversity values should then be linked to other areas which will help with the future self sustainability of bio diversity generally. This should include vegetation strips and waterways, for example in our location, the reforestation and the reopening of the Houghton Valley stream. This may also involve the cleaning up of these areas, especially with regard to the opening of the Kupe Marine Reserve.
14. The timeframe for the actions.                                                                                                The plan is a good start and we need to act now! A lead should be taken from the Karori Sanctuary's 500 year plan. But having said that, if all that's been outlined can be achieved within 5 years it will be an outstanding success. 
15. More specifically there seems to be a lack of specific targets or outcomes within the timeframes.
16. Not all of the major actions have been covered.                                                              Education is a major role for council in this matter, at a time of unprecedented awareness of climate change and environmental concern this is the perfect time to accelerate public biodiversity awareness and action.
17. There needs to be a major push towards the education of pet owners and the reduction in numbers of wandering cats in the city. The restoration of biodiversity and the effectiveness of the plan will be seriously undermined if the city’s cats are the main beneficiaries of all council's grand but ultimately wasted efforts!
18. Much like the anti smoking and drink driving campaigns there needs to be a persuasive and long term educational message delivered to the cat loving public that our unique species are particularly vulnerable to predatory pets. This will not be popular but it is essential. 
19. Anything else to be covered by the plan.                                                                                   The city should and must not be a wildlife desert, this should be a major driver of council policy.
20. All major transport corridors should be fringed by trees, both for carbon sink purposes and as habitat, the use of Meulenbekia Astonii along Jervois Quay as a street planting/conservation tool is a classic example of biodiversity conservation in action.

21. The Council made a large step in the right direction when it decided to replace annual flower beds with endemic amenity planting around the city,this should be continued and increased.
22. Greater effort should be made to make every green or open space a potential habitat zone or corridor no matter how small. For example, traffic islands and pocket parks could play a vital role in creating eco corridors. This should be extended to roofs and verandas etc, the greening of the city can and should be extended to above ground level – its not impossible to imagine rata vines and epiphytes climbing the Lombard parking building for example? 

23. There is a huge acreage of relatively unused space on the roofs of the city that can and should be utilised for the purposes of this plan. The amazing work of Patrick Blanc’s vertical gardens on the Musee Du Quai Branly in Paris and other sites worldwide (www.verticalgardenpatrickblanc.com) or those of the Grass Roof Company (www.grassroofcompany.co.uk) in London are just two examples of innovation in city ecology.
24. It is our experience that the capacity for tree planting is limited only by the supply of eco-sourced trees. Berhampore Nursery should be extended hugely. The community is ready and willing to take up the spade. This is a huge labour resource and the first step to community engagement in biodiversity protection.  
25. Additional comments:
An example of the biodiversity plan in action would be a reduction in hard surfaces during building consents. With the demand for infill housing increasing and the trend to low maintenance properties the proliferation of hard surfacing is a major obstacle for biodiversity in the city. Not only are the opportunities for trees in the city being reduced, the amount of rainwater being immediately diverted into the storm-water system and piped directly into the sea further restricts the survivability of many species.                                                                                                                                                
IN SUMMARY 
The Council and Planners must take strong leadership on this, not only for the survival of our unique biodiversity but for its restoration and enhancement. In my experience working with council staff in the field there is a tremendous energy and enthusiasm for this work. They are an inspiration for those of us in the community, and the council is to be commended on this.

The strategy will be a fine document and you are to be commended on your vision for a better future. However its effectiveness will be limited if it is not fully funded and does not become a central core of WCC policy throughout all spheres and adopted wholeheartedly. The thrust of the strategy will need to be embraced by and included into the regulatory framework to be sure its objectives are achieved and outcomes monitored.
Thank you for your time.

Ian Hamlin
